Z00S, THAT ARE MEMBERS OF AZU

In the winter 2022, just as during the Second World War Mykolaiv Zoo (founded in 1901)
had to refuse to evacuate. Taking out elephants, giraffes, hippos, and polar bears wouldn't have been
easy.

Since then, we have been fighting together. During the aggression, eight rockets fell on the
territory of Mykolaiv zoo. Fortunately, none of the rockets exploded.

On February 26, Mykolaiv Zoo leadership decided to withdraw from EARAZA and quit the
presidium of EARAZA. During the 7 months of Russian aggression, we have not heard a single word
of support from the former colleagues.

Since February, Mykolaiv Zoo has started to receive domestic animals from people who had
left the city: from aquarium fish to ponies, including lizards, snakes, turtles, guinea pigs and parrots.
Children kindly asked to keep their pets and promised to return for them after the war. “We become
responsible, forever, for what we have tamed”. This is my favorite quote from one of my favorite
books, The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s novel.

The city of Mykolaiv had a difficult situation with the financing of utilities. And then, we
turned to the international public for help.

We gave dozens of interviews to correspondents from different countries. To help the zoo,
ordinary people have bought tickets online.

Since the beginning of spring, our animals began to breed. Including Far Eastern leopards,
servals, European lynx and otters, macaw, white-shouldered eagles, dry-nosed geese and many others.

On June 11, 2022, the city administration allowed us to work on weekends, despite frequent
shelling.

Today, Mykolaiv is very close to the front line, but the zoo remains the only place where
people can forget about the war for at least a short time.

Mykolaiv Zoo is one of the oldest in the country, has a rich history and extensive zoo
collection, as well as experience in breeding polar bears, snow leopards, Far Eastern leopards.

Cherkasy City Zoo "Roshen" (founded in 1979). The zoo has the largest collection of
poisonous snakes in Ukraine, the innovative project "Land of Wolves and Bears", "Deeres and
Bisons", the original thematic expositions "Angkor Wat", "Madagascar" and others.

Since March 15, the zoo has increased free visits to 26,000 migrants who came to Cherkasy.
It accepted for keeping 70 animals from other zoos.

Lutsk Zoo (founded in 1979) is a young promising zoo with an interesting landscaping
project and good management. On the day of the outbreak of war, the townspeople woke up from
explosions.

The invaders were bombing the airfield. The war critically affected the work of the zoo. It was
forced to close and deprived of 50% funding. Nevertheless, the zoo accepted for housing animals from
the zoo "12 months", as well as more than 50 animals whose owners had fled abroad.

The zoo management is making heroic efforts to support the staff and preserve the collection.

Odessa Zoo (founded in 1922). This year it turned 100. This is the only zoo in Ukraine where
Indian elephants are being bred.

The zoo pays great attention to educational work. It provides the protection of predator birds.
The zoo took two white lions from the destroyed Feldman "Eco-Park" for overexposure and built for
them a separate pavilion thanks to the patron. Volunteers provide great assistance to the zoo.



Rivne Zoo (founded in 1982) celebrated its 40th anniversary this year. During the war, the
zoo accepted a record number of animals for housing, from "Feldman Eco-Park", from the zoo "12
months" and Eco-park "Yasnogorodka", from a raccoon breeding center from Dnipro city. A director
of the zoo is working hard to organize the humanitarian aid delivery to Ukrainian zoos.

Kharkiv Zoo (founded in 1895). One of the largest and oldest zoos in Ukraine. A year before
the Russian invasion, the zoo had a complete reconstruction. Unfortunately, it is located near the war
zone. A lot of employees moved to live in the zoo to be closer to their pets. There was set powerful
diesel generators. An action plan was developed for transporting animals in case of absence of light,
heat, gas and other emergencies.

In war as in war!

“Limpopo” Zoo (founded in 2008). It is the most western zoo in Ukraine, which is actively
developing and has a rich collection of animals.

At the beginning of the war, it joined the rescue of animals from other zoos that were under
occupation or in a war zone.

BION Terrarium Center, Kyiv (founded in 1993) is an authoritative center for breeding
reptiles on international level. From 1993 to 2021, 121 species of amphibians and reptiles were bred
in the center. There were created The Ekzoland Zoo and the Educational Center "Responsible
Zooculture" at BION. The Center conducts an international online project on herpetoculture.

BION released four issues of the magazine "Responsible Herpetoculture".

During the war, BION took in about 1000 reptiles, which were rescued by soldiers of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine from a destroyed breeding center near Kharkiv (a separate film was made
about this, as well as about evacuated animals from the Zoo Ekzoland).



